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® HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
ROANOKE, TOWN OF . HABS No. WV-209-H =
{John Conrad House) SR SRR

Location: Roanoke, West Virginia.

Elevation: ca. 1080

tI'TM References as given on the National Register of Historic Places Nomination form: -
Zone: 17
Easting: 543390
Northing: 4309050

U.5.G.S. Map: Roanoke, West Virginia, 7.5' (1966 edition, photo revised. 1979).

Present Owner: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Present Occupant: none.
Present Use: none.
Construction Date: ca. 19007

Wrmants Bertha Brinkley; Ross Brinkley, Mary Brinkley Sloan; Woodrow Perrme, .
ne Rollyson, Jr.; James Whelan.

Historical Information: As in the case of many properties in Roanoke, this dwelling was"
built on a lot purchased from Joseph Hali who owned (in the later 1800s) much of the land
on which Roanoke was built Prior to the sale of the lot by Hall in 1873, it was . !
part of a larger tract of land owned successively by John and Ehzabeth Sprigg a.nd then
by Michael and Amelia Bush,

John Conrad, who was the village postmaster from 1901-1908, reportediy built a
tee-shaped dwelling on the lot in about 1900 even though the lot was owned in that year
by Dr. M. E. Whelan (James Whelan, Woodrow Perrine 1981, pers. comm, ).

" At the time of its construction, the dwelling reportedly Con51sted of a living room,
bedroom and kitchen (Rooms 1, 2 and 5 ) and a back porch (Room 4, Heat
evidently came from back-to—back fireplaces in the living room (Room 1) and bedroom
(Room 5) and from a wood/coal stove in the kitchen (Room 2). :

The history of the occupancy and ownership of the structure during what is
presumed to be its first 30 years (ca. 1900-1930} is somewhat confused. The deeds and
tax records show that in 1908, Dr. Whelan sold the property to Thomas
Feeney whose heirs sold it in 1932 to Bridget T. Feeney. She, in turn, sold it one year
later to Vada Brinkley who subsequently sold it in 1935 to Rondall Brinkley (Table 33). .. -
Informants, however, insist that the ownership passed directly from the Conrads 1o
Rondall Brinkiey and to Agnes Feeney Brinkley, his wife (Woodrow Perrine, James
Whelan and Blaine Rollyson, Ir., 1981, pers. Comm.ﬁ.

. It may be the case that Agnes Feeney Brinkley, who was an heir of Thomas h
Rrinkiey, and her husband, Rondall Brinkley, a gas and oil field worker, occupied the
structure from early in the 20th century even though they did not own it. Apparently, it
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was during the Brinkley ownership of the dwelling that the first significant structural =

modifications were made. Specifically, Rondall Brinkley: 1) dug a partial basement
under the dwelling and raised the structure to put a new foundation under it; 2} installed -
a furnace in the basement; 3) applied brown insulbrick siding over the original clapboards; -
4) built a sun parlor (Room 3) attached to the southeast side of the kitchen

(Room 2} for his wife, Agnes, who suffered from tuberculosis and who had recently
returned home from the Hopemont hospital (Bertha Brinkley 1981, pers, comm.,). This .
was in the early 1920s. An avid fox hunter, Rondall also built large pens at the back (i.e.,
southeast) of his dwelling to house his hunting dogs.

After the purchase of the property by Opal G. Phillips in 1946, the sun parlor:
(Room 3) was converted {ca. 1960) into a bedroom, the porch between Rooms 3 and 5
was enclosed to form a bathroom (Room #), electricity was installed, and the
fireplace in the original bedroom (Room 5) was closed and replaced by a gas heater.

After the purchase of the house by Woodrow Perrine in 1971, other changes were
made in the architecture of the dwelling: 1) the original sun parlor, later bedroom (Room

3) was once again converted to a kitchen; 2) the original kitchen (Room 2) was converted -

to use as a dining room; 3) Rooms 2, 3 and 5 were é)aneled with wood-grain paneling;
4) the fireplace in Room | was closed; 5) the front

the structure; 7) the well was re-excavated and a new pump installed; 8) a new septic
system was installed; 9) the furnace in the basement was removed; 10} the building

foundation was restored and strengthened (James Whelan, Woodrow Perrine and Blaine -

Rollyson, Jr. 1981, pers. comm.).

Woodrow Perrine never lived in the dwelling but chose instead to rent it. Known

tenants included Hazel Fulton and Woodrow Perrine's son, Larry (Woodrow Pernne 1981
pers. comm.).

It has been said that the Conrad House frequently flooded .when the'

West Fork River overflowed its banks. More than one former resident recalled a boat or

two being dispatched to rescue whichever family lived there at the time.

It should be noted that according to Bertha Brinkley (1982, pers. comm.), Rondall
Brinkley's sister-in-law, and Ross Brinkley, Rondall's brother (1982 pers. comm.) the
Conrad House once served as the Roanoke U.S. Post Office. According to
these informants, the post office was in Room I | This undoubtedly explains -

the atypical arrangement of two "main" entrances on the northwest side of the strucutre, -
Ross Brinkley (1982, pers. comm.) indicated that the structure was no-"{ =

longer used as the post office after World War L

Architectural Information:

Genera! Description:t The Conrad House is a one story, two bay, ell-shaped

frame (clapboards) dwelling consisting of an original tee-shaped unit covered by a gable * .-

roof and a shed roof addition. A porch is found along the northwest facade .
The clapboards are sided with brown insulbrick .

. e., northwest) porch was rebuilt;
6) the exterior basement stairs were moved from under Room & to the northeast side of =~
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: I!xtcrior Description

Overall Dimensions: 33'6" x 39'3."

Foundation: The foundation beneath Rooms 1, 2 and 5 consists (above grade) of five
covrses of 5 1/2" x 12 1/2" tile blocks painted salmon; the foundation under Rooms 3 and
4 (which are additions) consists of one wall of 8" concrete blocks from the exterior
stairwell to the scutheast wall. The soutncast foundation wall consists of an unknown
number of 7" x 11" sandstone piers.

Walls: The walls are composed of brown insulbrick siding over 4" white-painted
clapboards apphiea with cut naiis.

Framing: This is composed of light timber frame 2" x 4" studs on approximately 1'8"
centers.

Porch: A €' wide x 23' long porch withi a 9'1 1/2" ceiling is positioned along the

+ northwest side of the tee . The deck, which is 3' above grade,
is composed of 3 1/2" tongue and groove boards painted grav. Access to the deck is via
four poured concrete steps (60" wide x 13" tread x 7" rise) plus ar. 8 1/4" riser. The shed
roof that covers the porch is supported by four white-painted, turned columns and is

. covered with raised seam sheet metal roofing; the porch ceiling is of 2 | /2" tongue and

__groove boards painted white.

There is no porch at the rear (i.e., along the southeast wall), but there are three
-~ wooden steps (36" wide x 9" tread x 6" rise) plus a 6" riser outside the Room 3 to exterior
door .
Chimneys: A brick chimney is centered on the roof peak at the intersection of the
iginal tee ; a stove pipe is fastened to the northeast exterior
- “wall of the dwelling. A furnace is located beneath the structure
. opposite the base of the pipe. Access to the furnace is gained from the Room 6 to
- exterjor stairway. :
- Roof: The roof is a medium-pitch gable variety covered with raised seam sheet metal
. roofing painted silver and measuring 1'0" on center. Eaves and raking trim consist of a
- boxed cornice, and the eaves have sheet metal gutters and downspouts. Ventilation for
the crawl space area is provided by a rectangular-shaped louver near the roof peak in the
southeast wall and circular-shaped louvers in the northwest
and northeast walls.

o Interior Description: Room | (room numbers are keyed to plan on page 21)

Function: living room (formerly post office, see above).

Dimensions: 14'% 1/2" x 15%" 97 1/2" ceiling.

Wallcovering: 3" horizontal tongue and groove simple-beaded boards; painted light
olive green; covered with floral design wallpaper .

Floorcovering: 2 1/2" tongue and groove boards; stained and covered with wall-to-wall
carpeting. ; _

_ Ceiling: 2 '1/2" tongue and groove simple-beaded boards; painted light olive green;

covered with 1%" acoustical tile; 3 1/2" crown molding around edges of room..

... Baseboard: 8" plain board; quarter round shoe; painted white .
- 'Heating: fireplace.
Fireplace: brick; 24" wide x 26" high x 10 1/4" deep firebox; 1'6" x 5 hearth composed
6" white tile blocks; mantle missing.
Plumbing: none.
Lighting and Electricity: central ceiling fixture; switch on northeast wall adjacent to
door to.Reom 2 5 - duplex outjetc o northeast, sputhwest and northwest walls,
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. Other: closet in the south corner of the room with ceiling light fixture
and a pulicord.

Interior Description: Room 2

Function: dining room (formerly kitchen, see above),

Dimensions: 15'3 3/4" x 22'8" 9'8 | /4" ceiling.

Wallcovering: 3" horizontal tongue and groove boards; painted light olive green;
covered by wallpaper then by plywood paneling .
- Floorcovering: 3" tonguc and groove boards; stained dark browrn; covered with waii-to-
wall carpeting.

Ceiling: 2 1/2" tongue and groove simple-beaded boards; painted light olive green;
covered with 1" acoustical tile; 3 1/2" crown molding around edges of room .

Baseboard: 7 3/4" plain board; quarter round shoe; painted white.

Heating: 2'2 1/4" x 32" floor register along southwest wall; thermostat on southeast
wall.

Fireplace: none.

Plumbing: none.

Lighting and Electricity: switch on northwest wall adjacent to Room 2 to exterior
door ; two duplex outlets on northwest and southeast walls and one on northeast
wall.

Interior Description: Room 3

. Function: kitchen (formerly sun parlor and bedroom, see above).

Dimensions: 93" x 17'4% 7'10 1/2" ceiling.

Wallcovering: southwest wall and southwest portion of northwest wall covered with
modern wood paneling; northeast portion of northwest wall covered with 3 1/2%
clapboards painted white then by plywood paneling on the upper portion of the wall and
with wallpaper below; southeast wall covered with wood-grain plywood paneling.

Floorcovering: 3 1/4" plain boards; stained and varnished; covered with linoleum.

Ceiling: hardboard scored to give appearance of 1'4" acoustical tile; cove molding
around edges of room; painted white,

Baseboard: 4" modem vinyl, brown.

Heating: gas connection along northwest wall.

Fireplace: none.

Plumbing: hot and cold water connections; sink and dish {or clothes washer?) drains on
southeast wall; sink had been centered under window .

Other: dryer vent pipe extends through southeast wall.
~ Lighting and Electricity: florescent fixtures above sink and dining areas along
southeast and southwest wall, respectively; switches on northwest and southeast walls;

. two duplex outlets on southeast wail and one on northwest wall. '

" Interior Description: Room 4

Function: bathroom (formerly, porch, see above),
Dimensions: 5 x 88" 7'9 /4" ceiling.
Wallcovering: northwest wall: 3 1/2" clapboards painted yellow (top portion on!y);
'Q}vered with formica on bottom; southwest wall covered by 3 1/2" clapboards painted
ite overlaid with celotex, plasterboard and then with hardboard: top painted yellow;
southeast and northéast walls covered with hardboard; top painted yellow,
Floorcovering: -hardboard covered with linoleum,
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Ceiling: hardboard scored to give appearance of 1%" acoustical tile; I 1/2" cove
molding around edges of room; painted white.

Baseboard: 4" modern vinyl, black.

Heating: none,

Plumbing: bathtub on southeast wall; lavatory and toilet on northeast wall.

Lighting and Electricity: central ceiling fixture; switch on northeast wall; electric line
to medicine cabinet opening above lavatory.

Other: medicine cabinet opening above lavatory.

Interior Description: Room 5

Function: bedroom.

Dimensions: 153" x 157" 97 1/2" ceiling.

Wallcovering: 2 1/2" horizontal tongue and groove boards; painted light blue-green;
coverec with wood-grain plywood paneling. -

Floorcovering: 2 1/2" tongue and groove boards; stained and varnished; covered with -
wall-to-wall carpeting.

Ceiling: 2 1/2" tongue and groove boards; painted beige; covered with 1" acoustlcai
tile; 3 1/2" crown molding around edges of roorm; painted white.

Baseboard 8" plain board; quarter round shoe; painted white.

Heating: closed fireplace. _ :

Fireplace: brick; originally 2'4 1/2" wide x 26" high firebox; 1'8" x &4 1/2" concrete
hearth; mantle missing. ,

Plumbing: none. .

Lighting and Electricity: central ceiling fixture; switch on northeast wall ad)acent to

Room 2 to Room 35 door ; duplex outlets on northeast, southeast and northwest o
walls. e
Other: closet in north corner of room . with ceiling light fixture and;-._ :

pulicord; originally, access to closet in Room 1 (see above) was only from Room 35,

Interior Description: Room é

Function: cellar.

Dimensions: 147" x 221" 6'10" ceiling.

Wallcovering: 8" concrete blocks, unfinished.

Floorcovering: poured concrete.

Ceiling: 2" x 8" joists on approximately 2' centers,

Baseboard: none.

Heating: suspended furnace along southwest wall

Fireplace: none.

Plumbing: none.

Lighting and Electricity: none. i

Stairways: 2'10" x 7'11" open stairwell built of 8" concrete blocks located at- east_---i--:;,_
corner along exterior of the northeast wall ; stairway consists of seven openg_ -
wooden steps (29 1/2" wide x 9 1/2" tread x 8" rise) plus ariser of 7' RRRE

Site:

Genera! Setting and Orientation : The dwelling faces northwest and sits back -

from West Virginia County Route 23/5 (the old Weston and Gauley Bridge Turnpike) .

approximately 26'; a 4" wide concrete sidewalk connects the structure and the road, At .-
right an;,;es to thxs sidewalk is a 372" wide concrete sidewalk that Jeads to the porch steps.’ '
along the northwest elevation of the dwelling. Tt is interesting tc note that this tee- "
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.'naped structure was built with the tee facing the Weston and Gauley Bridge Turnpike.
" This is the only example of this type of siting noted in the recorded Roanoke structures.

Historic Landscape Design: For many years, a wrought-iron fence enclosed a cluster of
“maple (Acer sp. )} trees at the northeast side of the lot directly adjacent to the porch. A
garcen once existed behind (i.e., southeast of) the dwelling as did Rondall Brinkley's dog

pens. A modern garage stands adjacent to the south corner of the dwelling, and a privy
_ previously sat beside the dwelling.

- Qutbuildings: modern garage adjacent to south corner of the dwelling. This strurture
" was not included in the present survey.

For project information and bibliography, see Roancke, Town of, HABS No.
WV-209, For other structures in the Roanoke area, see HABS Nos. WV-209-A to -S

The report from which this HABS documentation was prepared, along with field
notes and over 90 hours of interview tapes, will be archived at the University
of West Virginia, Morgantown, West Virginia.
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Perspective control photograph of the northwest elevation of the Conrad
House _in 1981,

Perspective control photograph of the northwest and northeast elevations o
pe graj _ northeast ‘elevation
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- Close-up of circular ventilation louver in the northeast elevation

Note stove flue at bottom righ
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ROANOKE (John Conrad House)’
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Perspective contro! photograph of northeast and southeast elevations of the

Conrad House in 1981, This photograph clearly shows the major archltectural
components of this structure,

Perspective contro! photograph of the southeast e!evaho c, the Ccm
House. Note the rectanpuiar ventijstion iom ::' bele the roof ped
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Close-up of porch column
detail on the Conrad House
in 1981, This picture looks generally
north. The road just beyond the tree
in the photograph is West Virginia
County Route 23/5, the old Weston and
Gauley Bridge Turnpike,
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. . Close-up of Room 1 to

. exterior door in the northeast eleva-

; tion of the Conrad House in

‘- 198]. Note transom above door. This

- room once served as the U.S. Post
(. Office in Roanoke before World War 1, ,
b -y B
Hn

Close-up of interior surround trim on Room 1 to exterior door in the
northeast elevation of the Conrad House in 198]. Note transom and.corner.
block as well as crown molding. Co
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-

Close-up of Room 2 to
exterjor door in the northwest eleva-
tion

-Close-up of paired double
hung windows in the northwest eleva-
tion of Room 2 '
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ROAROKE (Johp Conrad House)
HABS No. Wv-209-H (page 20).
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BASEMENT PLAN ’
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Celiar (Room 6) floor plan of the Conrad House
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First floor pian of the Conrad House
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ROANOKE (John Conrad House)
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Typical architectural detalis in the Conrad House




